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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moss (US 6,488,093) alone. 

Regarding claim 1 , Moss discloses a well intervention system for use with a well 
intervention tool that includes a well intervention housing (29, Fig. 2) having a tool 
magazine (27) with at least one magazine pocket (32, right Fig. 4) for storing a 
deployable tool (33) and a magazine chamber (32, left Fig. 4) for assembling an 
intervention tool string therein (col. 4 line 1+), a valve housing (28) coupled to the tool 
magazine having a detachable valve means (col. 4 line 36+), wherein the well 
intervention housing and valve means each have a means for coupling to the top 
portion of a subsea Christmas tree (4, see Fig. 2) and wherein the intervention housing, 
valve housing and valve means define a throughbore for permitting passage of tools 
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(col. 4 line 1+, see Fig. 4), and a tool selection and deployment means (21 , 26, 41 , 42) 
that is remotely operable from the surface (col. 3 line 5) for selecting and retrieving a 
tool from the magazine and deploying the tool through the throughbore (col. 4 line 1+). 

The system of Moss differs from the claimed invention in that the tool magazine 
is not explicitly shown to have a magazine housing, however, the lower portion of the 
intervention housing (29) could be considered a magazine housing. Furthermore, it is 
well-known to provide various components with a housing to provide protection and 
enable installation of the component. 

Regarding claim 2, the magazine includes a plurality of tool compartments (32, 
see Fig. 3). Regarding claim 3, the system includes a tool support means (43). 
Regarding claim 4, the tool selection and deployment means includes a rotatable drum 
(22), a length of slickline (21 ), and a means (42) for coupling the line to the tool. 
Regarding claim 5, the drum is mounted above the central bore and could be mounted 
in a variety of orientations. Regarding claim 6, conduits are provided to enable 
deployment of wireline and the tool string (see Fig. 4). Regarding claim 7, the tool 
selection and deployment means includes a coupling means (42) operable from the 
surface to select and couple or decouple tools. Regarding claims 8 and 9, the tool 
magazine includes a plurality of pockets radially disposed to accept at least one tool. 
Regarding claims 10 and 1 1 , it would be a matter of design to make the magazine 
pockets individually sealable and detachable, so as to vary the number of pockets on a 
given magazine. Regarding claims 12-15, the magazine and pockets have remotely 
actuatable means to select, remove, replace, and couple the tools (col. 3 line 1 +, col. 4 
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line 1+) and the means could be provided by a variety of well-known means, such as 
rams. Regarding claims 16-21 , the valve means could be coupled to the housing by a 
variety of well-known means (locks, latches, dogs, sleeves, etc.) that could be operated 
remotely or by ROV (col. 2 line 55+, col. 4 line 35+) by hydraulic, mechanical, or 
electrical action (well-known). Regarding claims 40-42, the valve means can be 
retrieved with the system or main locked onto the wellhead (col. 4 line 35+) and could 
include multiple valves of various types located within the system. Regarding claims 
22-39 and 43-45, the limitations recited in these claims have already been addressed in 
the rejection of claims 1-21 and 40-42 above. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and are cited on PTO Form 892 enclosed herewith. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Buchanan whose telephone number is 
571-272-8134. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Will can be reached on 571-272-6998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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